











Now, enter the Italianate Garden. Look to the
right when you reach the four benches.

MARBLE
SCULPTURE NO. 1

1983
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Artist Oliver Jackson tells stories of
transformation.

Stroll around the marble sculpture as you
take a good long look. Notice how different
cuts form elegant figures and shapes that
emerge from the marble. Notice, too, how
the color of the stone changes.

There are many ways to depict a person.
Compared to other sculptures in this park,
such as Adam and Eve, Jackson’s creation

is in a constant state of transformation.
Figuration, or the depiction of a person, can
take any and all forms, and every stage of its

growth is beautiful.

Consider how each angle of Jackson’s
sculpture tells a different story of
transformation.
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Adam’s shoulder. How would you
describe her expression?

Notice that Adam’s hand is
clasping Eve’s arm.

What does this gesture tell us
about their relationship?

In traditional carving, sculptors use
a chisel to burst pieces of the stone
away and a tooth chisel to form the

sculpture’s outline. Then sculptors
use a rasp, a piece of metal with
little teeth, to create texture.

What kind of texture does this
sculpture have based on what
you can see? Is it smooth, bumpy,
or rough? Are all of the surface
textures the same?

Look at the Adam and Eve
sculpture. What similarities
and differences do you
notice between this
sculpture and Jackson’s?




We hope you enjoyed learning about the sculptures
in Claiming Space and the stories each of them tells.
Did you have a favorite?

There are other works that we didn’t talk about.
You can find them on the map marked
with a triangle.
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1. Color Face
2. Winter
3. Strike

4. One Legged Woman

5. Marble Sculpture No. 1
6. Of Color

7. It’s All About Love

8. Resilience of the 20%
9. Return to the Garden of Eden
10. Works by Riva Lehrer
and Oliver Lee Jackson

A. Edwin Markham
B. Summer
C. Adam and Eve
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Credits

Wanxin Zhang (b. 1961)

Color Face, 2013

High fired clay with glaze

30x31x37in.

Courtesy of the artist and Catharine Clark Gallery,
San Francisco

Photo: Isaiah Plaza

Gertrude Farquharson Boyle Kanno
(1878-1937)

Edwin Markham, 1928

Cast bronze

26 x23x12in.

Collection of Montalvo Arts Center

Line drawing: Pallavi Nemali

Alison Saar (b. 1956)

Winter, 2011

Cast bronze

22x31x23in.

Courtesy of the artist and L.A. Louver Gallery,
Venice, CA

Photo: Isaiah Plaza

Hank Willis Thomas (b. 1976)
Strike, 2021

Polished stainless steel

122 x120x 30 in.

Courtesy of the artist

Photo: Flying Studio, Los Angeles.

Courtesy of the artist and Kayne Griffin, Los Angeles

Artist Unknown

Summer (of the Four Seasons), 19th Century
Carved stone

Height: 69 in.

Base: 36 x 21 x 21 in.

Collection of Montalvo Arts Center

Line drawing: Pallavi Nemali

Stephen De Staebler (1933-2011)
One Legged Woman Standing, 1982-1985

Cast bronze

Height: 70 in.

Base: 36 x 21 x 21 in.

Collection of Montalvo Arts Center
Photo: Isaiah Plaza

Oliver Lee Jackson (b. 1935)

Marble Sculpture No. 1, 1983

Marble

56 x 23 x 27 in.

Courtesy of the artist and Rena Bransten Gallery,
San Francisco

Photo: Isaiah Plaza

Francesco Fabi-Altini (1830-1906)

Adam and Eve, mid- to late-19th Century
Marble

Sculpture: 70 x 45 x 47 in.

Base: 30x40 x40 in.

Collection of Montalvo Arts Center

Line drawing: Pallavi Nemali
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Claiming Space family guide developed by
Akane Okoshi and Lara Schilling, and designed by
Pallavi Nemali.

The Claiming Space exhibition and related
programs are made possible through generous
support provided by The George and Judy Marcus
Family Foundation and the Jo and Barry Ariko
Fund for Artistic Programs. We are grateful for the
continuing support of Sally Lucas.

Exhibition organized by the curatorial team at
Montalvo’s Lucas Artists Program: Donna Conwell,
Judy Dennis, and Kelly Sicat.



Draw a picture or write a story about what you saw today and share it with someone at home.




Thank you for visiting Claiming Space!

This guide is available online at

montalvoarts.org/guide
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